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became so indifferent to college regulations
that the faculty requested that he study for
a time at Concord, under a tutor. It was here
that he met Emerson, of whom he later be-
came an ardent admirer. It was also at this
tune that he first felt the stirrings of his anti-
slavery convictions.
Lowell was married in 1844 to a sister of
one of his classmates, Maria White. She was a
noble woman of lofty poetic genius, and by
her inspiration she greatly influenced her gift-
ed husband. Some of the most touchingly
beautiful of Lowell's poems were written
about his wife and children. "The Change-
ling" and "She Came and Went" were written
in commemoration of his first child, Blanche,
who died when two years of age. His poem
which all children know and love is "The First
Snowfall." In this he speaks of his second
little daughter, Mabel, and of her sister
"folded close under deepening snow." When
he sent this poem to the periodical in which
it was published, Lowell wrote, "Print that
as if you loved it. Let not a comma be
blundered. * * * May you never have
the key which shall unlock the whole meaning
of the poem to you."
"The Burial" in part was written after
the death of Lowell's third daughter, Rose,
who lived only a few months. Into it is
interwoven the memory of his oldest child,
especially in the last stanza, where he speaks
of the little shoe in the corner. One of
LowelPs biographers mentions that after
Blanche was buried, her father took her tiny
shoes, the only ones she had ever worn, and
hung them in his chamber. There they stayed
till his own death. Of his wife's death he
says, "Something broke my life in two, and
I cannot piece it together again."
Lowell was essentially a nature poet. In
the famous "Prelude to Part Second" in his
"Vision of Sir Launfal" he describes a scene
which he himself enjoyed. In one of his let-
ters he tells of a walk he took to Watertown
over the snow in the moonlight In his
own words, "Orion was rising behind me,
and as I stood on the hill just before you
enter the village, the stillness of the fields
around me was delicious, broken only by the
tinkle of a little brook which runs too swiftly
for frost to catch it. My picture of the brook
in * Sir Launf aP was drawn from it"
Lowell was our representative man of let-
ters. He was a great critic, an essayist, poet,
ijiploraat and scholar. As a poet he bad a
 wider range than any other of our American
poets. In his poetry he was an appreciative
lover of Nature, a humorist, a patriot and
a satirist, and he also wrote poems of sincere
thought. His versatility is equaled by no
other American man of letters.
Scott
Sir "Walter Scott came of a well-known
Scottish family. Scott himself said that his
birth was "neither distinguished nor sordid;"
in the common language of the country the
Scotts were "gentlefolk." Pride of family
Scott considered "natural to a man of imag-
ination." This pride sometimes led him into
courses to his disadvantage, but at the same
time it constantly spurred him on to exer-
tion and to a high conception of duty. On the
ceilings of Abbotsf ord are displayed the arms
of about a dozen Border families with whom
Scott's family claimed relationship.
In his autobiography Scott gives many in-
teresting details of his boyhood. For ex-
ample, he was sometimes called a dunce and
an idler. Very carefully he explains why
some people who did not like him might mis-
represent the facts. As an infant of two
years he had suffered severely from a fever
which left its influence on him for life, his
right leg being a trifle shorter than his left.
His health as a boy was uncertain and his
attendance at school was consequently irreg-
ular. Thus his studies suffered from forced
inattention. Even as a child he seems to have
been a favorite with his elders, and he spent
many happy hours listening to the stories
they gladly told him. As he grew older
he steadily pursued his favorite studies of
history and romance. He acquired a repu-
tation among his schoolfellows for queer bits
of knowledge and for story-telling—a repu-
tation he worked hard to sustain as compen-
sation for his indifferent standing in the
regular school work. He studied French and
Italian in order that he might read more
romances in the original. This willingness
to study hard in the pursuit of his pleasure
Tvas characteristic of Scott. He ransacked
libraries for new material and by the time
he was twenty-one was known for his abil-
ity in deciphering old manuscripts.
It "was as a poet that Scott first established
a literary reputation. In 1796 he published
a number of translations from the German,
and six years later issued the first part of his
collection of The Minstrelsy of the Scottish

